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upon Lord Cromer the duty, in view of such facts as he alleged,
of determining finally that a necessity for changing its num-
bers had arisen. Personally for himself Mr. Gladstone would
humbly point out that in the telegrams which came before the
Cabinet Lord Cromer did not mention that the frontier or the
peace of the country or the garrison were in danger. Of course
this refers to telegrams before the last Cabinet only ; and he
certainly deemed it to be a very important fact in the case that
even upon the moderate and necessary proceeding adopted last
week France has thought fit to record her protest, a measure
which according to Mr. Gladstone's recollection and belief is the
extremest step that can be internationally taken within the
limits of friendliness.

Mr. Gladstone will not refer in detail to the case of General
Gordon but after reflecting during all these years upon the sad
event he finds it more difficult to reply to the objection that the
Government of that day did too much than to the charge of
having done too little. Mr. Gladstone regrets that receiving Your
Majesty's letter on Saturday just before post he cannot bring
it at once to the knowledge of his colleagues in consequence of
the dispersion which usually takes place at this time especially
after a week's severe labour.

1395   (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 211.)
10, DOWNING STREET. Jan. 22. 1893.
. . . Mr. Gladstone has also seen the First Lord of the
Admiralty1 and the Secretary of State for War.* A ship, bringing
back a regiment from India to England, is believed to be at Suez
and orders have been sent by Lord Spencer to detain it there at
least until tomorrow night so as to give time for further orders
in case of need.
1396                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                    OSBORNE. Jan. 23^. 1893.
Have received your letter this morning with satisfaction.
1 Lord Spencer.                        * Mr. H. Campbell-Baonerman.